Dear Student Leader,

One of the things that sets InterVarsity apart from most ministries is that our primary focus is developing you as a student leader while you reach your campus with the love of Christ.  As InterVarsity staff we will frequently take a back seat so you can have on-the-job training and development you need as a young leader and often times this training isn’t enough.  Jesus was known to often leave the crowds behind and teach just his disciples, so they could return to the crowds and lead well.  This weekend spent in “Stepping into Leadership” is meant to be one of these “Jesus moments” of equipping and training so that you can return to your campus fellowship and lead well.  It may also be one of your first steps as a student leader with InterVarsity and part of your long-term development as a leader in God’s Kingdom. 

      Here are a few things you can expect this weekend:

1) Valuable time spent with committed, passionate, and experienced IV staff leaders and volunteers

2) Teaching on the fundamental principles in the Bible of spiritual, Christ-centered leadership

3) Learning from a community of like-minded students 

     Many students attending this track will question whether or not they are even leaders.  You might be coming because someone else told you that you might have “it”.  You may have never imagined yourself as a leader, much less a spiritual leader for your peers, but we will seek to answer this question of calling and whether or not God has gifted you to be a shepherd of His people.

      Some of you may already know you are a leader.  You have experienced the confirmation of others voting you into leadership positions or people seem to always “follow” you.  You may mistakenly think, “If I’m a natural leader.  Why does someone need to teach me?”  Development of your gifts will be a life-time pursuit.  Prepare your heart to be molded and your mind to be trained by leaders who have walked farther and longer down this path than you.

       All in all, though, we will not be spending this weekend talking about all of the “activities” that a leader does.  When the Bible talks about leadership, it is far more concerned with who the leader is rather than what the leader does, so likewise, we will focus on the character of a leader.  While InterVarsity would like you to be an effective leader within your fellowship, our chief desire is for you to enjoy leading for a lifetime.  The longer we lead we can come to know Jesus more richly and deeply.  In leading others we are invited to walk alongside Jesus.  Stepping into leadership does not mean that we are somehow “better” than others, but instead that it’s the way that God chooses to work on our hearts for this season of our lives.  We get the privileged glimpse of his heart for the people in our lives.  We get to know the shepherding character of God’s heart.  We can even experience the joy of knowing Christ in the triumphs of seeing others make steps of faith and in his suffering of betrayal, loss, and pain.  Our prayer is that this weekend would be a step in that process for you.

Peace of Christ,

William Campbell

“Stepping into Leadership” Program Director

Columbia College Chicago
Winterfest 2010

“Stepping into Leadership”

Pre-course Assignment

Please answer the following questions and bring them to your Winterfest Track.  

1. As you look at Jesus leadership and character, what do you find particularly compelling?  

2. Take a moment to do a fearless moral inventory of the purity of your character.  List at least two things in you which, if left unaddressed, might be a stumbling block to those who might follow your leadership?  







