Welcome to the seeking truth track for Winterfest 2010!
I am so glad that you have chosen this weekend to spend with us as we try to put our glasses on to be able to look at scripture through some new lenses to help us to see scripture the way it was intended.  I am excited to have Woody Anderson come and be our teacher for the weekend.  Woody Anderson served on staff with InterVarsity Christian Fellowship 17 years before serving as a pastor and now currently a professor of New Testament and Greek and Dean at the Nashotah House Theological Seminary.  He will help us in our weekend to give us some training in how to both study and trust scripture in relationship with our current culture.
A Note from our speaker:
As you prepare for the weekend our speaker would like for you to read this article Your pre-conference reading assignment  may require just a bit of an introduction.  It is not – as you will see immediately – the work of a theologian, or even a Christian.  A. J.  Jacobs is an essayist and humorist, an agnostic raised in a nominal Jewish home, who determined to spend a year trying to read the Bible carefully and to do what it said.   The result was the book from which this excerpt comes:  The Year of Living Biblically – a humorous, sometimes irreverent (but never mocking) account of his experience with the Bible, especially trying to “take it literally.”  Jacobs makes no consistent attempt to apply interpretive principles for live out the ancient text in today’s world – that’s the source of much of the humor.  Sometimes the Bible seems bizarre and absurd, sometimes profound and transformative.  The usefulness of Jacobs’ exercise in relation to our track is that he pointedly illustrates just how challenging it is to take the ancient text and apply it at face value.  This is something that is easy for Christians to forget since we have well established (though not always well thought through!) assumptions and principles that influence the way we apply the text – or choose not to.
Enjoy the excerpt for what it is.  And let Jacobs’ experience raise some questions for you as well:  How do you decide which parts of the Bible do or do not apply?  Why do you think most Christians never think about the kinds of conundrums that Jacobs faces?  Is it really possible to “live biblically”?  What would that mean and how would we do it?
See you at Winterfest.
Phil Nordquist Program Director & Woody Anderson Speaker for track
