G  R  A  D  U  A  T  I  N  G    F  A  I  T  H:   L  I  F  E   A  F  T  E  R   C  O  L  L  E  G  E
Dear WinterFest 2010 Graduating Faith Track registrant,

Where will I live?  Am I ever going to get a job?  What kind of friends will I make?  When will I meet my future spouse?  Is there going to be a life-giving church nearby?  Will I have time for the things that are important to me?  Will I be able to continue following Jesus without my Christian friends and community around me?

Likely, at least one of these questions has entered your mind at some point in the last few months.  Even though you’re just starting to think about life after college, it isn’t too early to decide what you want your post-college life to be like.  That’s why we’re glad you will be a part of the Graduating Faith track at WinterFest 2010.

During the track, we’ll focus on preparing you to begin life after college:

· We’ll help you consider core values which will help guide post-college lifestyle and faith choices

· We’ll address the different emotions and attitudes you may be facing as you think of a major life transition

· We’ll consider the importance of a healthy soul and a stewardship-based worldview

· We’ll explore practical post-college life skills, such as budgeting and finding a community, and living intentionally
· We’ll share real life experiences of life after college from our diverse career and life backgrounds

Our goal for the weekend is to provide you with principles and practical skills which will help you transition well from college, continue to grow and thrive in your faith, and equip you to live out your faith over the long haul.

To prepare for our weekend together, I have some portions of the scripture for you to skim through and a question about one major life transition that you have already lived to tell about. :) 
I’ve been praying for our time and look forward to what God will do in us together.
Blessings,
Luke Dalach
Program Director, Graduating Faith
P.S.  If you have questions about the track or the assignment, email me at lukedalach@gmail.com.
Graduating Faith Pre-Course Assignment
Like I wrote in the welcome letter, it would be really helpful for you to spend some time preparing for our time together. One thing that I’ve noticed is that I get more out of “growth activities” that I have put something into (time, finances – like paying for a conference!, prayer, etc.)  Here are two exercises: 
1. Skim through two “career men” in the scriptures: Joseph and Daniel. You can find Joseph’s story in Genesis 37, 39-41 and Daniel’s in the whole book of Daniel. Since you are graduating, I know that you have picked up the skill of skimming :). Skim through the stories. What do you see about “working” from these men of God? How do they interact with their “bosses” and view their work? What seems to motivate them at work? Write any notes below. 
2. Think back about your transition from high school to college. What was that experience like for you? What did you feel? What helped you make the transition? What did you learn about yourself and God? Are there any principles that you learn from your past transition that might inform your coming transition?
